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CORONAVIRUS — STATE ECONOMIC RECOVERY PLAN — AGRICULTURE SECTOR 

569. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. I note that the Premier said that he will shortly launch a campaign to find staff, 
but our grain harvest season begins early next month and in many regions farmers are desperate for staff. We have 
been raising this issue with the Premier since March; what has he been doing since then? 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Tourism, I call you to order for the first time. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, please! 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: If the member has been raising it with me since March, he has not been doing it very 
effectively because I have no recollection of him ever speaking to me about it, and I have a pretty good memory. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Tell me the times that you came and saw me about it, member. 
As I said, we are going to do everything we can to deal with it with a major campaign, which we will launch shortly, 
about Western Australians working in these roles. I have said repeatedly that I think this is a great opportunity. 
I worked on a farm doing cotton seed bagging when I was a university student. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: You’ve done everything! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Have members ever been cotton seed bagging? Let me tell them, it ain’t fun! 
I have done a lot of things, Leader of the Opposition; that is true. Cotton seed bagging ain’t fun. It was a hard experience. 
A lot of people from the city need to learn these skills and get out there and help. I have said it repeatedly—the 
member should say it—the agricultural industry should promote it, so it is not just a government responsibility to 
do it. Everyone has a responsibility to help here. For those people in the city who are out of work there is a great 
opportunity here to go and work in regional WA, whether it is in tourism, farming, mining, shearing — 
Mr D.T. Redman: Shearing! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Someone cannot just become a shearer, to be frank. 
Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: No, people cannot, but they can assist in the sheds. Maybe retired shearers could come back; 
I am not sure. But the idea that we bring down — 
Mr R.S. Love interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: What I have noticed about the member for Moore is that he points out the problem, but he 
does not have the solution. Is his solution to bring down the international borders? 
Mr R.S. Love: We’re not in government. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Is that the member’s solution? 
Mr R.S. Love: That we were in government, yes. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The member raises the problem. If we bring down the international borders, the virus will 
come back and people will die; is that the member’s solution? 
Mr R.S. Love: No. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: They stand there saying, “Here’s a problem.” We are doing everything we can to deal with 
it, but they appear to want the borders to come down and people, therefore, will get sick and die. That appears to 
be their position. It is an irresponsible position, rather than coming to us with some ideas. Why not come up with 
some ideas or options? Why not do that rather than going back to their electorates and doing nothing? Why not 
come in with some ideas and options that we can look at, rather than coming in and presenting a problem with no 
idea about what any solution might be? 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Tourism, I call you to order for the second time. 
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